
March 14, 2013 

 

Ms. Susan Hedman 

Regional Administrator 

US EPA Region 5 

77 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Chicago, IL 60604-3590 

312-886-1493 

Fax: 312-886-4235 

 

Dear Administrator Hedman: 

 

The undersigned Ohio citizens and citizens’ groups, state and national organizations respectfully request 

that your agency perform a full audit and investigation of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources’ 

(ODNR) Underground Injection Control (UIC) program.  We request that your audit and investigation go 

beyond your typical audit of the Agency.    

 

Our request stems, in part, from the recent state and federal investigations launched into the illegal 

dumping of liquid oil and gas waste into a storm drain accessing an unnamed tributary of the Mahoning 

River in Youngstown, Ohio, by Mr. Ben Lupo, his employees, and associates.  Per a review by the 

Youngstown Vindicator (copy of article enclosed), Mr. Lupo’s companies have a lengthy history of more 

than 100 violations at injection and extraction wells across Ohio and Pennsylvania. ODNR-UIC 

regulators’ continued granting of permits to Mr. Lupo and his operations, in spite of his lengthy history of 

violations, is alone an indictment of the state’s handling of the program.  

 

The actions by Mr. Lupo, and lack of appropriate and adequate consequences by ODNR, are just the latest 

in a long line of egregious problems with ODNR regulation of UIC that citizens have found while 

reviewing inspection records. Attached is a history of the Athens County Ginsburg well violations as 

compiled by a local citizens’ group that was so concerned about this well that it engaged in civil 

disobedience at the well site in June 2012. We are sure that you are aware that even Ohio Governor John 

Kasich has requested an investigation into why Mr. Lupo continued to be issued permits in spite of 

ongoing violations of Ohio law.  We, as citizens, do not believe that it is in the interest of the state for the 

agency responsible for issuing these permits to be the agency that investigates its own serious lack of 

enforcement and oversight over these permits.   

 

ODNR’s UIC violation and enforcement history records make it clear that ODNR’s UIC unit is not in 

compliance with federal law, nor with the conditions under which the federal government granted 

primacy to Ohio’s UIC program.  The congressional history of the selective choice of states which would 

earn "primacy" for environmental programs shows that this state authority was considered an earned, not 

an automatic, role. The state had to earn the privilege to be on the front lines of environmental safety and 

maintain that front line role by effective and timely enforcement. We regret that Ohio's administration of 

the nationwide program has become so gravely lacking that federal controls must be put back in place. 

The people of Ohio depend on public servants who are fully committed to protection of Ohioans and 

Ohio’s health. The recent policy choices of Ohio’s officials, as reflected in their failings and refusals to 

act, have included intolerable impunity for polluting industries. This impunity must be eradicated  by an 

end to the primacy granted by USEPA, since primacy was granted based on a record and level of trust that 

have been repeatedly and egregiously broken by ODNR over decades. Industry donors to state officials' 

electoral campaigns have had a voice far greater than that of Ohio citizens. The time for return to the 

uniform application of real federal controls has been reached. Primacy as a concept was good; primacy in 

practice has failed the people of Ohio. 

 



The undersigned therefore also request that you suspend the State of Ohio’s primacy over the permitting 

of new Class II injection wells and over management and oversight of current Class II wells until a full 

federal audit and investigation into the Ohio UIC program has been completed.    

 

We emphasize to you that by “full” audit, we mean an audit that is far more rigorous and meaningful than 

what your Region’s UIC staff has been performing in Ohio.  We urge you to examine your Region’s last 

two audits performed in October, 2005, and October, 2009, because they will swiftly convince you that 

the current auditing process is broken.  The most obvious and compelling evidence in this regard is that 

your Region’s 2009 audit is over 80% a direct cut-and-paste from the 2005 audit without changes!  Not 

only was no apparent effort put into the 2009 audit, but these superficial audits heaped such excessive, 

uncritical praise on ODNR’s barely staffed program (less than four full time equivalents) that the audits 

appeared to have been written by ODNR itself rather than by independent professionals performing a 

serious oversight function.  We believe that the lack of effective oversight by Region V over ODNR’s 

UIC program demonstrated by these audits is a substantial contributing factor to ODNR’s inability to 

deter even the state’s most notorious operators or to garner even minimal public confidence. 

 
Lastly, the undersigned request that USEPA hold a public hearing at the conclusion of the requested audit 

and investigation to discuss your agency findings with the public, and provide citizens an opportunity to 

offer their assessment of your findings. 

 

We look forward to your written response to this request.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Teresa B. Mills  

Center for Health, Environment, and Justice  

Ohio field office  

Grove City, OH  43123-1818 

614-539-1471 

tmills@chej.org 

 

 

 

 

See attached for signatories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tmills@chej.org


Teresa Mills, Cheryl Johncox, director 

Center for Health, Environment and Justice Buckeye Forest Council 

Grove City, OH Columbus, OH 

  

Christine Borello Tim Kettler 

Concerned Citizens Lake Twp./Uniontown IEL OEPA License # WW1-1114108-10 

Stark County Concerned Citizens Warsaw, Oh 

Uniontown, OH Coshocton Citizens for Truth About Fracking 

  

Vickie Hennessy                              Lea Harper 

Green Environmental Coalition Southeast Ohio Alliance to Save Our Water 

Yellow Springs, OH Cambridge, OH 

  

Fran Teresi Leslie Harper 

Garrettsville's Board of Public Affairs Northwest Alliance to Ban Fracking 

Garrettsville's, OH Toledo, OH 

  

Heather Cantino FreshWaterAccountability Project 

Athens County Fracking Action Network Consortium of individuals and organizations 

Athens, OH Grand Rapids, OH 

  

Mary Greer Greg Pace 

Concerned Citizens Ohio-Shalersville Guernsey Cnty Citizens Support on Drilling 
Issues 

Shalersville, OH Guernsey County, OH 

  

Karen Guthrie Gwen Fisher 

Concerned Citizens Portage County Concerned Citizens Ohio 

Newton Falls Portage County  

  

Jennie Scheinbach Sherry Fleming 

Pattycake Bakery Williams County Alliance 

Columbus, OH Williams County, OH 

  

Keith  Sadler Alison Auciello, organizer 

Toledo Coalition For Safe Energy Food and Water Watch 

Toledo, OH Cincinnati, OH 

  

Alonzo Spencer The Reverend Frank A Edmands, Board 
Member 

Save Our County, Inc. Ohio Interfaith Power and Light 

East Liverpool, OH Columbus, Ohio 



  

Vanessa Pesec, President Vickie A. Askins, board member 

Network for Oil and Gas Accountability and Protection Ohio Environmental Stewardship Alliance 

Concord, OH Ohio 

  

Sandra Bilek Diana Ludwig 

Concerned Citizens of Medina County Frackfree America National Coalition 

Medina, OH Youngstown, Ohio 

  

Lynn Anderson Susie Beiersdorfer 

Guardians of Mill Creek Park Frackfree Mahoning Valley 

Youngstown, OH Youngstown, Ohio 

  

Reverend Monica Beasley-Martin George Elias 

Defenders of the Earth Outreach Mission Frackfree Mahoning Valley/FANCy 

Youngstown, OH Youngstown, Ohio 

  

Edward Hashbarger JP O'Toole 

Jefferson Cnty OH Citizens for Truth on Horizontal 
Hydraulic Fracturing 

Portage Trail Group - Sierra Club 

Stubenville, OH Akron, OH 

  

The Rev. Richard Burnett, Chair Joanne Gerson, Chair 

Social Justice and Public Policy Committee SW Ohio No Frack Forum 

Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio Cincinnati, OH 

  

Kari Matsko, Director Jim O'Reilly 

People’s Oil & Gas Collaborative- Ohio City of Wyoming Councilmember 

Lake County, OH Wyoming, OH 

  

Ron Prosek Dave Simon 

FaCT - Faith Communities Together for Frac Awareness NEO Sierra Club 

Mentor Cleveland, OH 

  

Diane and Thomas Jones Donald Geiger 

Owners of Wind in the Woods Farm Beaver Creek Wetlands Association Trustee 

Auburn Township Beavercreek, OH 

  

Josh Harris William Dee 

Stewards of the Land Ashtabula County Water Watch 

Loudonville Jefferson, OH 

  



Rev. Crystal D. Walker Jed Thorp 

Greater Dayton Christian Connections Ohio Sierra Club 

Dayton Columbus, OH 

  

Richard Sidwell Ohio Alliance for People and Environment 
Board 

Raven Rocks, Inc. Ohio 

Beallsville  

 West Shore Fact 

Cami Lewton & Zach Lewton, MD Rocky River, Ohio 

Medina  

  

Ina M. Green Sandy Buchanan, Director 

Church Women United of Greater Dayton Ohio Citizen Action 

 Cleveland, OH 

Betsy Cook  
Elyse Hirsch 

Lowell, OH Stow, OH 

  

Lori Babbey Jenny Morgan 

Newton Falls, OH Westerville, OH 

  

Steve Babbey Ben Shapiro 

Newton Falls, OH Youngstown, OH 

  

Mike Partin Nancy Pierce 

Sycamore Valley, OH Amesville, OH 

  

Ruth Partin Al Blazevicius 

Sycamore Valley, OH Athens, OH 

  

Deborah Partin Christine Hughes 

Sycamore Valley, OH Athens, OH 

  

Jan Kennedy Bob O'Neil 

Mansfield, Oh Athens, OH 

  

Dave Simon Dorothy A. Faller 

Cleveland, OH Olmsted Falls, OH 

  

 
 

 
 



Vickie Askins Jo Shrimplin 

Cygnet, OH Glenmont, OH 

  

Larry Askins Madeline ffitch 

Cygnet, OH Athens, OH 

  

Sandra Engle Patricia Harness 

Mogadore,Ohio Garrettsville, OH 

  

Kathy Flora Keith  Sadler 

Thompson , Oh Toledo, OH 

  

Cathy Schafer Vicki Garrett 

Marietta, OH Columbus, OH 

  

Donna Carver Virgil Reynolds 

Mount Gilead, OH Eat Liverpool, OH 

  

Kathie Jones Jan Williams 

Medina, OH Bera, Ohio 

  

JoAnne Slorgie Joan Lang 

Medina, OH Cleveland, Ohio 

  

Sharon Pearce Tom Babcox 

Medina, OH Northfield, Ohio 

  

Valerie Dearing Maureen Kundtz 

Poland,OH Lakewood, Ohio 

  

Sandra Sleight-Brennan Howard Moore 

Athens, Oh Lakewood, Ohio 

  

John Brennan Linda New 

Athens, OH Olmsted Falls, Ohio 

  

Drake Chamberlin Shelley Stark 

Athens, OH Amesville, OH 

  

Alice Marusiak Jan Hyne 

Stow, OH Stow, Ohio 



  

 
Ron Marusiak 

 
Jessica Rini 

Stow, OH Streetsboro, Ohio 

  

Walter Howell Leigh Gang 

Stow, OH Green, OH 

  

Anne Caruso Terry Gang, Jr 

Cleveland Heights, Ohio Green, OH 

  

Marsah Krob Enrico J. Caruso 

North Olmsted, Ohio Stow, Ohio 

  

Kathy Smith Tim Raridon 

Cleveland, Ohio Youngstown, OH 

  

Mary C. Khumprakob Daniel Matthews 

Youngstown, OH Youngstown, OH 

  

Ray Beiersdorfer Marguerite Felice 

Youngstown, OH Youngstown, OH 

  

Ray Vershum Roger Lafontaine 

Youngstown, OH Youngstown, OH 

  

Judy Vershum Karen Joseph 

Youngstown, OH Canfield, OH 

  

Valerie Dearing Ben Shapiro 

Poland OH Youngstown Ohio 

  

Regina Hashbarger Alyssa Bernstein 

Stubenville, OH Athens, OH 

  

Joshua Hashbarger David Lewis 

Stubenville, OH Bay Village, Ohio 

  

Tyler Locke Renee Bogue 

Stubenville, OH Massillon, OH 

  



David Gorcheff Connie Hammond 

N. Lima, Ohio Columbus, Ohio 

  

Patti Gorcheff Michael Scarmack 

N. Lima, Ohio Lancaster, Ohio 

  

Kelsey Gorcheff Patricia Marida 

N. Lima, Ohio Columbus, Ohio 

  

Diana Shaheen Jessica Wallace 

Youngstown, OH New Philadelphia, Ohio 

  

Jean Engle Rome Marnelli 

Youngstown, OH New Philadelphia, Ohio 

  

Tina Jurich Kaylee Johnson 

New Middletown, OH Green, Ohio 

  

Reena Maltano Marillen Miller 

New Philadelphia, Ohio Columbus, Ohio 

  

Jesse Kloth Skyler Lewis 

Columbus, Ohio Canton, Ohio 

  

Mary Rook Tara Nelson 

Cincinnati, Ohio Canton, Ohio 

  

Priseilla Lytle John Dixon Elder 

Paris, Ohio Oberlin, Ohio 

  

Lisa Kochheiser Charles Glaser 

Bowling Green, Ohio Groveport, Ohio 

  

Lea Harper Barbara Fuchsman 

Senecaville, Ohio Oberlin, Ohio 

  

Betty Brown Elizabeth Hill 

Columbus, Ohio Millfield, Ohio 

  

Lynn Anderson Annette McCormick 

Youngston, Ohio Lucas, Ohio 



  

 
Patrick Kennedy 

 
Jeanne Cebulla 

Cleveland Ohio Hiram, Ohio 

  

Maria Montañez Becky Martin 

Youngstown, Ohio Pickerington, Ohio 

  

Lauren Berlekamp Elaine Baer 

Bowling Green, Ohio Mansfield, Ohio 

  

Esteban Edwards Jess Schaner 

Hartville, Ohio Claridon, Ohio 

  

Carolyn Harding Katie O'Neill 

Bexley, OH Chagrin Falls, Ohio 

  

Chris Bunge Gerry Kraus 

Granville, Ohio Hamilton County, OH 

  

Nancy Bunge Marvin Kraus 

Granville, Ohio Hamilton County, OH 

  

Greg Dietrich Sandy Wood 

Columbus, Ohio Hamilton County, OH 

  

Steve Orenchuk Mary Rook 

Columbus, Ohio Hamilton County, OH 

  

Erika Kazi Rich Stevenson 

Delaware, Ohio Hamilton County, OH 

  

Sara Jilbert Michael Burnham 

Medina, Ohio Hamilton County, OH 

  

Allison Smith Barbara Wolf 

East Aurora, New York Hamilton County, OH 

  

Megan Ogle Earl McKenny 

Columbus, Ohio Sandusky, OH 

  



Connor Latz Shawn Seitz 

Delware, Ohio Monroe County , OH 

  

JP O'Toole Elaine Grissom 

Hudson OH Noble County, OH 

  

Randy Cunningham Douglas Cornett 

Cleveland, OH Howard, OH 

  

Barbara Tavaglione Diana Conway 

Massilon, OH Stewart, OH 

  

Shirley M. Ashby Alice Dugar 

Chagrin Falls, OH Independence, OH 

  

John Rowlands Ed Noss 

Spencer, OH Hiram, OH 

  

Ken Rapport Mary Ellen Noss 

Highland Heights, OH Hiram, OH 

  

Jerry Smith, PhD. Alinde Moore 

Somerton, OH Glenmont, OH 

  

Barbara J. Brovarone Julia Fuhrman Davis 

Ravenna, OH North Lima, OH 

  

John C. Brovarone Charlotte Owens 

Ravenna, OH Lithopolis, OH 

  

Karen Allen Diane Cook 

Canton, OH Windsor, OH 

  

Donald Leach Alice Claus 

Cleveland Heights, OH Bath Township, OH 

  

Beverly Actis Kevin Clark 

Mount Vernon, OH Loudonville, OH 

  

Susan M. Williams Theresa Clark 

Stark, OH Loudonville, OH 



  

 
Dr. Deborah Fleming 

 
Bob Lyall 

Ashland, OH Gambier, OH 

  

Jeanette Ammon LMT Gail Lyall 

Albany, OH Gambier, OH 

  

Hannah Baxter Mary Sue Gmeiner 

Lakewood, OH New Carlisle, OH 

  

Ani Karetka Mary K. Evans 

Chardon, OH South Euclid, OH 

  

Judith Hill Thomas Cvetkovich 

Garrettsville, OH Youngstown, OH 

  

David Hill Karres Cvethovich 

Garrettsville, OH Youngstown, OH 

  

Thomas Pretlow, M.D. Marlene Blatnik-Freeze 

Shaker Heights, OH Shaker Hts, OH 

  

Katharine S. Jones Daniel E. Seiple 

Wadsworth, OH North Canton, OH 

  

Donald Denny Jr Margaret W. Fenton 

Mentor, OH Centerburg, OH 

  

Jan Williams Dominica Sanchez 

Berea, OH Canton, OH 

  

Betty Brown Kristina DuBois 

Bexley, OH Aurora, OH 

  

Cecele Beringer Linda Schiller-Hanna 

Brecksville, OH Medina, OH 

  

Laura Weldon Susan Miller 

Litchfield, OH Cleveland Heights, OH 

  



Catherine Mueller Laura Elizabeth Struckel 

Aurora, OH Lodi, OH 

  

Dan Lincoln Peter Maizitis 

Pike Township,OH North Royalton, OH 

  

Chris Schrader Erin Salva 

Akron, OH Mt. Vernon, OH 

  

Irene Maizitis Sandra Athens 

North Royalton, OH Medina, OH 

  

Catherine Whitright Trevor Dunlap 

Chardon, OH Wooster, OH 

  

Leah Cain Kathleen M. Kelly 

Windham Township, OH Chardon, OH 

  

Janet Denise Tonelli Mary E. Fash 

Stow, OH Highland Heights, OH 

  

Mark Mangan Jamie Sitko 

Granger Twp, OH Hiram, OH 

  

Robert Fedyski Traci Fee 

Athens, OH Auburn Township, OH 

  

Melody Humphreys Glenn R. Campbell 

Chillicothe, OH Lakewood, OH 

  

Deborah R. Cowden Jacquelyn Gusdane 

Loudonville, OH Highland Ht, OH 

  

Frederick Welty Jane Crowe 

Chardon, OH Columbiana, OH 

  

Kathy Hayden William Gorby 

Bexley, OH Rayland, OH 

  

Wanda K. Chop Sherry Becker-Gorby 

Leroy Township, OH Rayland, OH 



  

 
Imre Karetka 

 
Donald E. Hartley 

Chardon, OH Beallsville, OH 

  

Bekki Shining Bearheart Beth Lenzi 

New Marshfield, OH Austintown, OH 

  

Donna Turi Gloria L. Leigh 

Mentor, OH Ohio 

  

Patricia Denny Judith Willour 

Concord Twp, OH Mentor, OH 

  

Donald Denny Lee Fuller 

Concord Twp, OH East Canton, OH 

  

John Pesec Brenda Fuller 

Concord Township, OH East Canton, OH 

  

Carolyn Stanley Linda Linder 

Barnesville, OH Clyde, OH 

  

Judy Brickels Linda Hood 

Barberton, OH Columbus, OH 

  

Rick Lenzi Garry Hood 

Austintown, OH Columbus, OH 

  

Darla Bruno  

Lebanon, NH  

(formerly of Stark County, Jackson Twp.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Attachment 

 

 
Appalachia Resist history of Ginsburg well records  

(available online at appalachiaresist.wordpress.com, accessed 2-20-13) 
 
…though the ODNR has ordered that the Ginsburg well be “Properly plugged and abandoned”, 
numerous times, the Ginsburg well has been found to be operating while under suspension. 
 

The Ginsburg injection well has been repeatedly out of compliance, citing spills, improper 
cleaning and maintenance, failure to pass Mechanical integrity tests, and failure to properly 
regulate fluid levels in the impoundment tank.  The following is a summary of a few of the more 
glaring examples of this well’s history of noncompliance.  For a more detailed record, please 
also see the complete documents we have posted. 
 

HISTORY OF GINSBURG WELL NONCOMPLIANCE 
December 9th 1986.  The ODNR Chief of the Division of Oil and Gas ordered that the Ginsburg 
Well “cease all injection operations at the Ginsburg Well #1″ due to its failure of the Mechanical 
Integrity Test (MIT) required by the ODNR.  By June 15th 1987, the well was still non 
operational and fluids were still sitting in the open pit “Impoundment facility”.  The ODNR Chief 
of the division of oil and gas ordered that the Ginsburg Well be “Plugged and abandoned” within 
30 days and that proper restoration of the land be completed within 6 months.  The ODNR 
reported that the condition of the well “represents an imminent danger to public health or safety, 
or is likely to result in immediate substantial damage to natural resources.”  At that time, Royal 
Petroleum Properties owned the well.  They appealed the ODNR’s order, stating that the 
company had “substantial investments in the subject well” and was being deprived of its 
property rights without due process of the law. 
 

The company further claimed that the shut-down order was “arbitrary and capricious”, and not 
reasonably related to the state’s legitimate interest in protecting the health and safety of its 
citizens or natural resources. 
 

June 24th 1987. A well inspector notes that, although the well is under ordered suspension the 
barrel meter shows a 266.6 barrel increase since the last visit, evidence that the well was still 
being used for injection. 
 

September 23rd 1988. Dr. Pough, a veterinarian and resident living in the neighborhood of the 
Ginsburg well contacted ODNR to report that his horses had become sick after drinking from the 
creek on his property.  Dr. Pough said he had “done studies on fish and various animals in the 
area and found them to have cancerous tumors.”  Two days later, inspector Robert Martin 
visited the site.  He noted a 6′ x 6′ stain on the lower side of the Ginsburg well’s impoundment 
tank, indicating that there had been a spill, and that used filters by the impoundment tank were 
improperly stored, with “half of them in a plastic container, and half on a plastic bag.” 
 

1988 – 2000. No inspection record was found relating to these years.  There is no indication of 
use, nor is there any indication that remediation, repair, or oversight of the well took place. 
 

2000. An inspector noted, “This well is idle, and incapable of injecting brine. This (sic) is no 
pressure on the injec. or annulus of well, weeds are growing up in the storage pit area. Poor 
equipment at site, talked to Leo Altier, he said well was going to be sold at Sherriff’s Office in 



Athens County on 12/13/2000 at 10:00 am.”  In these missing years, the well changed hands 4 
times, finally falling into the hands of Carper well service. 
 

2002. In its inspection reports, the ODNR repeatedly ordered Ginsburg well owners to “clean up 
all oily soil around tank, and storage impoundment.  Seed, mulch, and lime bare area below well 
on Well site”, to the point where the inspectors started typing it in capital letters. 
 

April 22nd, 2003.  An inspector arrived to find that a ditch had been dug across the lease road to 
the well.  He contacted Mr. Carper and was told that “Athens County had cut the ditch across 
the road to stop trucks from entering the site.” 
 

April 17th 2006. The Ginsburg well again failed to pass a MIT.  The injection pump had been 
removed.  The well owner was ordered to submit a plan within ten days, and complete it within 
45 or plug the well within 90 days. 
 

December, 2006. By the end of that year, the Ginsburg well was still not in compliance. It had 
not passed an MIT, nor had the well been plugged. 
 

February 21st, 2007.  An inspector notes, “The well remains in noncompliance.”  Yet the well 
continued to operate.  During each inspection of the well the pit was found full, and the owner 
was ordered to take a load out of the pit ASAP.  Despite the order to do so within 90 days, the 
well was never plugged. 
 

June 17th, 2008.  An inspector “witnessed the installation of the packer and tubing.” 
 

June 28th, 2008.  Ginsburg well failed a pressure test, then passed it three days later. 
 

August 24th, 2010. An inspector noted an oil skim on water in the dike area, and zero pressure 
on the annulus. 
 

November 29th, 2011. An inspector noted that “Company gauges had seized up and I was 
unable to remove them for the test.  Company’s gauges read 385 psi on annulus and 30 psi on 
injection. 
On April 2nd 2012, Evidence of the failure of the annulus was recorded. “Opened 4 1/2″ annulus 
and released pressure. 2 7/8″ annulus dropped at the same rate. Left 4 1/2″ annulus valve open 
and pressured up the 2 7/8″ annulus, both annulus spaces have communication. Put gauge on 
the 8 518″ annulus gauge read 59 psi. Closed 4 112″ annulus and tested to 310 psi for 15 
minutes no loss. 1 1/2″ injection tubing was pressurized with 500 psi. Contacted Tom Tomastik 
Underground Injection Control Geologist. Torn said to monitor the well at this time. There is no 
evidence of communication out side of the 4 1/2″ casing.” 
 

SOME QUESTIONS 

1. Why are shut down and repair orders by the ODNR never enforced? 
2. After being cited for safety violations, why does the well repeatedly resume 

operation without addressing ODNR orders? 
3. Is the ODNR merely suggesting that the well owner comply with safety 

regulations? 
4. Why is there no further documentation of ODNR follow-up on the 1988 case of 

the possible contamination of Dr. Pough’s creek?  This seems particularly odd 
when considering Royal Petroleum’s 1987 claim that the state’s shut-down order 
was not legitimately related to health and safety.  Wouldn’t Pough’s report of 
possible creek contamination and cancer in fish and animals go a long way to 



prove the threat to public health and safety?  Why would the ODNR fail to look 
into this? 

5. Why does it appear that the well was not inspected for years at a time? Where 
are the missing records? 

6. Why did “Athens County” cut a ditch across the road to block access to the well, 
when this would usually be the ODNR’s jurisdiction?  Did they see the well as a 
public health and safety issue? 

7. Why are the pressure checking valves always corroding so fast, and what does 
this mean about the injectate’s ability to corrode? 

8. Why have government relations with non-complying well owners been timid, but 
their relations with protesters at this well have been so aggressive?  Why do they 
take a position of non-enforcement with well violations, and a position of heavy 
enforcement (felony charges for non-violent civil disobedience) with community 
protest of these violations? 

 
CONCLUSION 
So, why is the Ginsburg well still operating and accepting more out-of-state waste than ever 
from horizontally fracked wells in Pennsylvania, and West Virginia?  Why doesn’t the ODNR 
enforce its order to “plug and abandon”?  After looking at the years of violations reports for this 
well, there can only be one reason that the Ginsburg Well is still open: the fact that the ODNR 
budget for oil and gas inspectors is funded (literally) per barrel of brine.  If the ODNR stops the 
flow of toxic waste into our state, then they stop the flow of money into their department.  
 
 


